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In addition to funding the enclosed classroom projects, our
donors have generously provided scholarship money for these 2020 Tri-County
graduating Seniors, awarded at Senior Night last May.
Devin P. Cyr Memorial Scholarship: Zachary Gretencord
Bill Hartke Memorial Scholarship: Keahi Keliiheleua-Zussman
Linda Taulman Memorial Scholarship: Sarah Walder
Richard and Betty Graf Memorial Scholarship: Layton Randolph
Eugene Hageman Memorial Scholarship: Layton Randolph
John and Ida Bartoo Scholarship: Blayne Vandeveer
Luke Frist Memorial Scholarship: Keahi Keliiheleua-Zussman
Murt Harrington Memorial Scholarship: Blayne Vandeveer
Keith and Rose Bernhardt Scholarship: Justin Cree
Tri-County Education Fund Scholarships:
Erin Bahler
Taylor Doty
Elysia Fowler
Chloe Getz
Kiara Harris
Emma Michal
Dayton Sallee
Bryce Siegle
Devin Reynolds
Elijah Waibel
Mackinley Myers
Editor’s Note:
2020 has provided unprecedented challenges to all schools in our country, from forcing a
sudden change to distance learning, to eliminating face-to-face meetings of all kinds. The
enclosed grants were approved by our Education Fund in November and May. Many of
them faced delays and modifications due to the coronavirus, so the descriptions provided
within may well have changed. Please be assured that our Board of Directors continues to
support our students and faculty in this most difficult environment.
Through your generous support, we have funded the largest number of grants in our 18 years
of existence. The 24 grants described herein represent $26,465.53 pledged in support of
education at Tri-County Schools. Surrounding schools can only envy at the support our
community has provided. Our Board thanks you for your past support, and hopes that you
will consider donating again in the 2020-2021 cycle.
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S.T.E.M. Projects
Field Trip to the Challenger Center

Foster

The 6th grade simulates a mission to Mars at the Purdue Calumet Challenger Center.
This day-long simulation requires the use of their STEM skills in jobs assigned in
the Science, Engineering and Support teams. The students started studying Mars in
the 4th grade, and now find new discoveries being made all the time by current
probes and rovers on the surface.
Funderstanding Physics

Cabada

This is a project for the Physics class at TCHS. By participating in Six Flags
Great America’s Physics Day event, students will have the opportunity to experience physics in first person. Vernier Vests are worn on various rides and collect
data on velocity and acceleration that the students experience. Seminars cover Science and Engineering of Rides, and Engineering Aspects of the Park.
Honeysuckle Eradication

Scherer

This grant will secure equipment for high
school students in Environmental Science to
clear the invasive bush honeysuckle that has
taken over Tri-County’s Nature Study. They
will be working with the White County Ag &
Natural Resources Extension Educator and the
White County Soil and Water Conservation
District to remove these plants.

STEM in the SPHERE

Foster, Justice, Legler

This project fulfills the Earth and Space Science
standards. The Challenger Learning Center of
Northwest Indiana at Purdue Calumet presents a
portable planetarium experience for grades 3 through
5. In this inflatable planetarium, the students will be
able to experience our galaxy as never before and be
led through STEM-related lessons.
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Science Buddies

McClure and Scherer

For the last few years, Mrs. McClure’s second
grade has spent one hour per month in Mrs.
Scherer’s high school science classroom,
working with the older students on joint
science projects. The younger students love
the chance to see a high school classroom and
listen to the older students explain what they
are working on.
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Music and Art
Touring the Emerald Isle

Sterk

The TC band will be visiting Ireland, whenever
the virus allows travel again. Students will
experience the culture and history that Ireland
has to offer, while they get a chance to share
their talents. This grant will assist those
students who cannot fund the entire cost
of the trip themselves.
Expanding Musical Instruction

Sterk

This grant will allow the Music Department to bring in professional clinicians to work
with the band program. These clinicians are professional instructors who specialize in
bringing out the best in ensemble sound, balance and blend.

Sharing Our Music With Everyone

Legler

Mrs. Legler will work with the TC Primary and Intermediate students on finding instances of music in their lives, both at home and in the lives of friends and relatives in other
states. The replies from out-of-state friends will open the students’ eyes to the diversity
of music across our country.
Looms and Hoops

Wittke

This is a start-up project in fiber arts, encompassing natural and synthetic fibers, fabric
and yarn. The looms teach students how to weave, and the hoops will be used in Batik
wax painting as well as embroidery weaving. Weaving helps develop hand-eye coordination because it encourages students to use the visual information received to coordinate
the movement of the hands.
Expanding Online Music Opportunities

Sterk

In these uncertain times, we can use technology to expand teaching and practicing opportunities for our band and choir. This project funds the software costs of programs that
allow for collaborative efforts in the musical field.
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Reading
PebbleGo: An Engaging Online Database Hensler, Sheets, Ingram
PebbleGo can be thought of Google for young readers. It will be offered
to 195 students at Tri-County Primary, and covers such non-fiction topics
as: Animals, Biographies, Science, Social Studies and Health. In addition
to providing text, the program also reads the text to the student, helping
even emergent readers.

A Charles Dickens Experience

Rayburn

The junior high student body travels to the Indiana Repertory
Theatre for a performance of Charles Dickens’, A Christmas
Carol. This project helps the junior high students set themselves
apart from their high school counterparts.
Junior Scholastic Magazine Subscriptions

Szombathy

Students have a perennial need to engage with a variety of relevant, timely nonfiction texts. Junior Scholastic and Upfront magazines open the door for
students to explore historical and current events and issues while practicing a
variety of crucial nonfiction reading skills, such as main idea identification,
text evidence selection, and implicit and explicit reading comprehension.
Microsoft Certifications

Harrington

The Indiana Department of Education has issued graduation requirements that say the
school must show students are college and career ready. One way to show this is
industry-recognized computer certifications in Microsoft Excel, Word, Access and
PowerPoint. This grant pays for the four tests that any Tri-County student or staff
member wishes to take.
Teacher Professional Development
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Smith, Sharp

This is a $600 grant to encourage and facilitate the use of the Google Suite for
Education among our faculty in all three buildings. It also includes a bevy of
mini-review lessons in Learn360, Dyknow, Nettrekker, StoryboardThat,
BreakoutEDU and WeVideo.
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Extracurricular
8th Grade Celebration Luncheon

Rayburn, Mosier

This is a formal sit-down dinner at the Wolcott Café.
It is prepared by the Advanced Culinary students, and
serves as send-off to High School. For many of our
students, this has become the introduction to cloth
napkins, proper choice of utensils and table manners.
Following the dinner, academic awards will be presented
at the school.

Foundations for Success at Camp Tecumseh

Taulman

The Foundations for Success program focuses on the education of the heart---the
temperament and attitude of our youth in an unforgettable 24-hour camping experience for 6th graders. The six activities presented include: Survival Simulation,
Optimist Challenge, Communication Station, Mission Possible, Group Initiative
and the Teams Course.
Camp Cavalier Buswell
Camp Cavalier has aided incoming 7th graders for several years. It is a nearly full day of
familiarization with the Junior High building, finding classrooms, practicing opening
lockers, meeting the teachers and participating in team-building activities.
Summer Meals for Children

Anderson

In this year of pandemic, food insecurity has become a national concern. Tri-County used
this grant to offer free meals to any children in the community to wished to participate in
the summer of 2020. The number of families qualifying for free or discounted meals during
the school year has increased to a troubling level.
Impacts of Student Trauma

Alberts, Ewen, Justice, Pilotte

Aimed at Tri-County teachers and staff, this project hopes to raise awareness of the problems
involved with reaching traumatized students. Another unfortunate change in our society has
been the growing number of students who fail to succeed in school because of trauma they
face at home. A team of our teachers will provide books and movies to showcase the challenges we face in making sure that traumatized students do not fall through the cracks.
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Swim Club

Tyler

A new Swim Club at Tri-County will focus on skill
development in the basic fundamentals of competitive
swimming. It will provide an opportunity for students
to learn more about swimming while swimming for
fitness.

Operation Christmas Child

Tyler

The Tri-County SADD organization will be teaming up with the Junior High Student Council to
pack shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child. This is a small grant that will ship the boxes,
packed with books, stuffed animals and small toys to children in other countries.

PRIDE

Pearson

Hold a Senior Seminar/ College and Career Fair. Hold a Senior Breakfast for those that qualify
for the Governor’s certificate. This also pays for Senior awards and 6th grade and 2nd grade
awards.

Blocking out Distractions

McClure

This small grant purchases 8 pairs of earmuffs for a 2nd grade
class. Much like the hearing protection we use around power
tools, they are used by students who have trouble concentrating
when ambient noise in the classroom makes it hard to focus on
their work.
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How you can help……
The Tri-County Education Fund was founded in 2002 to enrich and extend the educational
experiences of all Tri-County students. Funds raised through TCEF go directly to senior
scholarships and classroom grants. As responsible stewards of your donations, TCEF has
partnered with the Community Foundation of White County. All donations made out to the
Community Foundation of White County are deposited in the TCEF Fund and come back to
the endeavors of this organization and are tax deductible. The Community Foundation of
White County manages your donations in our fund to maximize the return on your investment. When preparing your donation, please make checks out to the Community Foundation
of White County with TCEF in the memo line, as illustrated in the example below.

Mr. & Mrs. T.C. Cavalier
0000 Main St.
Anywhere, IN 47900

Number 1001
Date

Pay to the Order of The Community Foundation of White County

$___100.00_____
Dollars

One hundred and 00/00
Memo TCEF

Signed T.C. Cavalier

Mail your donation to:

.

11/1/2020

.

The Community Foundation of White County
P.O. Box 1154
Monticello, IN 47960

Who we are and what we do.
Board of Directors
Don Anderson
Jill Bahler
Secretary
Jennifer Dawson
Bob Gerber
Supt. Patrick Culp
Ex. Officio
Mike Harrington

Calvin Illingworth
Treasurer
Steve Kinsell
President
Kara Luck
Mike O’Neall
Brandi Schemerhorn
Vanessa Sheldon
Robyn Stark

The Tri-County Education Fund was formed 18 years ago to
raise funds to enrich and extend the educational experiences of all
Tri-County students. (Think of us as the “Academic Boosters”.)
What we do…..
We raise money through this newsletter and other fund-raisers.
We also solicit grant requests from Tri-County faculty twice a year.
We select for funding those requests that best benefit our students.
We interview and select 10 Seniors for $500 college scholarships.
We always seek to be good stewards of your donations.
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Tri-County School Corporation
105 N. 2nd Street
Wolcott, IN 47995
Phone:
E-mail:
Web site:
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(219) 279-2418
tccorp@trico.k12.in.us
www.trico.k12.in.us

